
RAILROAD CONTROL
BY GOVERNMENT

New Zealand Does Not Teaci
Wisdom of Government
Ownership in America.

BETTER TO REGULATE
THAN OWN AND MANAGE

Government Regulation of Railways
in Washington With Final

Good Results.
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In New Zealand the government owns

railroads and Telegraphs and several municipalgovernments own street railways,
'there is nothing in New Zealand's experiencewhich should deter the Inited
States from taking control of telegraph
communications. if it wishes, in the same

way in which it now controls communicationsby mail New Zealand has . heap
and efficient postal and telegraph serviceunder government control. The two

services go well together. Our telegraph
sendee under individual control s abnormallyexpensive.
The experience of New Zealand does

not, however, unqualifiedly commend to

the United States ownership rather than

stringent regulation of the railroads, nor

does municipal government ownership of

street railways In New Zealand commend
such ownership as a substitute for strin-

gent regulation to Washington, for nstance.
The advantages claimed for governmentownership in New Zealand are <1>

low and decreasing freight rates, as

against higher and increasing freight
ates in the United -States; t2> cheap and

decreasing passenger rates for New Zealanders,and f3) no American overcapitalization,with its train of resulting
evils. It is declared that under governmentownership in New Zealand the railroadsare no longer run primarily for
profit, but for service; all profits ov- r ::
per cent needed for interest are returnedto the people in lower rates and better
accommodations; no special favors .are

granted big shippers, corporations and
combines: everybody is treated alike;
there are special cheap rates for children,
vorkingmen. farmers, etc.; old age pensions,and superannuations and relief
runds are provider! for retirement of employes;railroad travel is safer, and no
dividends are paid on watered railway
stocks It is alleged that there is no

polities! corruption, no trouble with pat
onage. no logrolling among members to

get new lines, no political pressure by
representatives to get jobs for their
friends, no manipulation of roads to
favor individuals or particular sec tions of
the country, and no tendency of a solid
railway vote to keep a corrupt administrationin office forever.

Government Ownership Abroad.
On the other hand it is claimed for privateownership in the United States that

Hi freight rates are only from one-third
to one-half those of New Zealand, that
42> the cheap special passenger rates in
New Zealand are not enjoyed by travelersin general, but by special classes of
New Zealanders. who are carried at a

loss at the expense of the taxpayers as a

whole, and that (3) the roadbed, the rollingstock, the speed and the general convenienceof travel are not up to the
American standard, that the service is
poor and coupled with indifference to the
riticisms of patrons.
Far greater activity iit railroad constructionand extension in the public interestis .claimed for America, and in this

connection it is pointed our that while
such

m construction in Nev. Zealand has
not even kept pace with the slight increaseof population, wonderful activity
in the Ur.fteJ States has givei. in a lev
ears to suc». new states as «Oklahoma,

with not a mil*- of track before 1S70. more
than twice the track mileage today of the
whole of Xev; Zealand. On th»* question of
comparative profits to the public, it is
claimed that the taxes paid by American
railways in ofie year would offset the
nominal net earnings of the New Zealand
railways for twenty years.
Some New Zealanders au;:« k government

administration of the railroads along the
very line of evils denied in respect to it
b; its advocates, alleging discriminations
not in rates, but in distribution of the
valuable privileges of railroad facilities
and a tendency to use railway employes
as voting material to be pampered or punishedwith reference to their votes instead
of their work.
The New Zealand critics of government
ontend that the benefits of the system
are largely confined to those who live
along the line of the railroad, that extensionsare slow and controlled by favoritism.The roads, they complain, though
nominally profitable, are. in fact, run at
a loss, which falls on all taxpayers for
the benefit only of those living near and
utilizing the railroad. We. of the l.'nited
States, in our own glass house, cannot
threats' stones at unsound financing at the
antipodes, but we may take a melancholy
interest in observing the fact that New
Zealand borrowed money from Great Britainto buy great tracts of land from large
owners to be sold again to small owners,
and then used the money received from
the small owners not to repay this debt to
Great Britain, but as ordinary current
revenue to meet current expenses, and
we are also interested in a similar error
in the financing of the government railroad.if it is in fact run at a loss to the
general taxpaying public for the benefit
of those whom the government has favor-

in partnership rob Peter to pay Paul, arid
whether the operation is satisfactory or
not depends upon whether the transaction
is from the viewpoint of Peter or of Paul.

Regulation in the United States.
But whether or not government ownershipIs beneficial in N'cw Zealand, it

seems to be generally conceded that
such ownership would not work well at
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[ this time in the United States. The indi- j| rations are that the evils of government
ownership experienced on a small scale
in New Zealand's contracted railroad
system would be reproduced on a grand
scale if government ownership *ere ap-
plied to the vast railroad system of the
United States. Frank Parsons in his
"Story of New Zealand" says in 1904 that
the evils incidental to government owner-
ship had not then materialized in New
Zealand and were not likely to manifest
themselves to any serious extent where

w«tp really owned and operated by the

j people. Where political rings and bosses
are in control, he says, these evils are

very likely to occur. Following this line
of thought. Parsons declares that gov-
eium«nt ownershiT» of the railroads,
while. in his opinion, good for New Zea-J
land, would not do for the 1'nlted States, j
"It could not be done in America yet, fori
tiie' common people do not own the got*-
ernment. That is the tirst condition. So
long us industrial magnates may control
the government they can control the
railways either directly or indirectly. In ,
New Zealand the common people own and
operate the government, and are there-
fore able to have the railways managed!
in their interest-. * * The essence of
ownership is control. If railway kings.
trust magnates and industrial princes.
with the a hi of unscrupulous politicians.
control the government in whole or i"
part, to that extent the government is
owned not d»v the people, hirt by the
monopolists and politicians. The initia-
rive and referendum, giving the people ef-
fective and continuous control, are -ssen-
tiai to render public ownership of the
government certain ami secure.
But the initiative and fnil referendum

are not essential to direct government by
the people, for New Zealand does not
utilize them. And if the people have in
fa< ; control of the-government, whether
in New Zealand or the rnited States,
they will also control the railways in

i the people's interest, whether or not they
own and manage the railroads directly;
and government ownership is thus not
essential to the people's control.

Street Railway Control.

In New Zealand many of.the tramways
are municipally owned, as in Wellington,
the capita!. Bad as conditions are in
this respect undpr trolley syndicate inanjagement in many cities of the United
States, these conditions would hardly be

improved by turning over control to the
boss and the machine of the average

. American municipality The governmentsof- our great cities must first be
taken from bosses and organized nontaxpayersbefore government control becomesa blessing. In Washington private
corporate control is now under such,
direct and effective government supervisionthat no thought of government
ownership arises.
l.naouoieaiy great evus nave aywuvoniedthe vast development benefits of the

American private ownership system. Administrationof railroads and tramways
for the benefit of the people without Unjustdiscrimination and without being
used to build up or maintain monopolistic
trusts or combines must be secured in the
United States, if not by government ownershipthen by strong government control.using the interstate commerce com-

mission and all laws on the statute book'
for this purpose, strengthened by amend-
ment if necessary. Thus either by gov-
ernment ownership with improvement and
purification of the government or by
stringent governmental regulation of;
railways (steam and electric), the sound
doctrine must be enforced that fran-
chises to public utilities corporations are

not gifts, but grants for which compen- i
sation must be made to the public.
The grant of temporary use of thej

streets should be accompanied by com-'
pensation to the public for such use 'and
by retention of power by the government!
to regulate such use in the public Inter-J
est. The corporations have clamored that
ownership and control are inseparable,
that the government should not exercise j
control unless It acquires ownership. But:
this argument has been properly disre-!
garded. It has been held that the rights.
powers and privileges gives to a common
carrier corporation by the public furnish

| the necessary consideration for the reten-
tion by the public of a certain control of'
the corporations which it has created;
and in effect endowed. This conclusion
appiies both to steam railways and to
tramways and to national, state and mu-J
nieipal control. The interstate commerce

| commission regulates cqmmon carriers!
between the states with wholesome re-'
suits, beneficial to everybody. It'checks!
monopolistic favoritism and discrimina-
tion on one side and drastic granger anti-
railroad legislation on the other. So in
municipalities and states in legislative

(action 011 street railway franchises the!
same sound principle has been recognized
and applied.
Railway Development in Washingtor
The United States has been under oh-

servation as the direct regulator of steam
and train railways in Washington, the:
national city. In this District under the
exclusive control of Congress the national
legislature in direct legislation concerning

j common carriers at the capital has ex-

ercised effectively its reserve power ofj
control and its exclusive power of legislajtion In response to The Star's long and

vigorous campaign against urban grade
crossings and the discreditable local
steam railroad stations and terminal fa-
cilities, Congress finally abolished the;
grade crossings, and in co-operation with
broad-minded and public-spirited Presi-
dent <'assatt of the Pennsylvania "Rail-;
road Company and with the assistance of
Architect Bornham (one of Washington's
greatest benefactors) substituted for thej
rattle-trap stations of the past as beauti-
ful and useful a railroad station as can
be found anywhere in the world. So in
response to The Star's campaign against
overhead wires and especially its fight
against the overhead trolley for urban
use Congress baffled the overhead trolley
syndicate's desperate effort to get the!

j capital into its clutches, and on the
strength of The Star's representations

j . i
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concerning: the underground trolley in t
Budapest it in effect compelled the use h
of that system in Washington, with the r

result that it is now in successful opera- t
tion throughout practically the entire ur- c

ban area. ; J
A comparison of past and present con- 1

ditions affecting Washington's railways e

and tramways will bring even to the 1

Washingtonian a keener realization of ,

what has been accomplished in beneficial a
development by the government.
In lsSS I said in The Star of the sltua- a

tion in Washington: j ^
"An urgent grievance of the present x

which grows more unbearable year after s

year with the attempts at growth of the
sections of the citv specially injured is
that which arises from the conduct of
the railroads entering Washington. Their
illegal occupations of streets and reserv- t
ations and the damage and disfigurement -jwhich thejr unnecessarily inflict are
known to every reader of The Star. '

These evils have been exposed in vain for! a

years to the Congress of the I'nited a
States. The Senate District committee
has recently decided to ignore them alto- s

gether 7t Is not at all concerned to dis- t
cover tliat with certain tracks in part «

disfigures, obstructs and endangers one T

whole section of the city, and the Haiti- c
more and Potomac road another. Tt t
reads with indifference the long list of
person* killed or wounded at the single
piece of illegal tracks known as the Bal-
timore and Ohio *Y. It heats onl> with t
amusement that in the long strip of land t
over which the Baltimore and Potomac
road is permitted by grace of Congress to a

rule with absolute power the people of ti
South "Washington find for most of the }
time an impassable obstruction to travel r
and traffic, and. if entrance may be se- j
cured, a. dangerous mantrap. It knows gperfectly well, too, tliat in 110 city of the
world except in that one whose interests 1
are in part confided to its vigilant protectionwould the present condition of J.affairs be endured for a day. Vet the
regulation of the railroads is a matter to
be postponed indefinitely. * A wise
and statesmanlike plan of regulating the E
steam railroads of the city will-be devised R
and enforced which shall clear away sur- e
face tracks, check the illegal acts of t
these squatters upon government proper- ii
ty, free the public reservations and re- o
lieve two sections of the city from a bur- 1.
den which throttles like the old man of i:
the sea upon the shoulders of Sindbad. j.t
"In connection with the broad plan of f

remedying railroad evils which will place V
a Union station at the nearest point to f
the business center of the city that can b
be reached by tunneling or with small in- fjury to public and private interests, a tcomprehensive system of local rapid ctransit by electric or cable railways will
be provided which shall give all parts of £the District quick and easy access to
such station or stations. It is evident «.

that in the improved street railways of fthe future horses must give way to more t
lapiu tuiu uujctuuuauie motors. iiiai ..

grooved rails must take the place of the
present abominations, and that the l'ran- a

chises to these corporations, no longer p
gifts, must become a source of public P
revenue outside of that which is derivedfrom them through just taxation x
of their-tangible property." t
Ten years later (2808) I said as presi- t

dent of the Board of Trade: ' it
"The present terminal conditions of our j'*local roads are injurious and disgraceful ii

to the capital of the American republic. v

The stations. compared with similar c
structures in Europe, are inadequate in t
size, awkwardly arranged and ugly. Both t
roads sustain a series of death-trap grade t
crossings, at which losses of life and in- j
juries to men periodically occur and ^which cause financial loss to the city' j,
through the obstruction to traffic and ! t
travel which occurs at them.
"When the local roads have built here

European stations, covering large areas
of ground.lofty, imposing and ornamentalstructures, perhaps with fine modernhotels in the upper stories, as in Eon- c
don: when they have abolished their local
grade crossings and run rapid, noiseless'
trains over a Berlin viaduct or a girder r

tunnel in their course through the city, s
and when both cross the Potomac to! g
southern connections on handsome and
substantial bridges, not dams, nor only 1

will the attractiveness, safety and ma-'
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erlal prosperity of Washington be enLanced,but Its suburbs will enjoy the
apld transit facilities which have
>rought such benefits and relief from
ongestion to Berlin. The railroads, as

veil as the public, will profit by this
mprovement of their service and broadningof their functions. The most im

ortantimprovement remaining to be acomplishedin the District street railroads
a one which will bind closer together by
absorption or by universal transfers or

>y common use of tracks the suburban
tnd urban trunk lines, so that one may
ravel cheaply, quickly and conveniently
vherever in the District the network of
teel tracks extends."

Railway Conditions Today.
In striking contrast witn mese cuuuiionsof tlje pas? are those existing today,

"he steam railroad urban grade crossings
lave ail been eliminated. A wonderfully
ittractive as well as practically servicebleUnion Btatlon. architecturally a clasicstructure as striking as the best of

he public buildings, one of the largest,
inest and most convenient stations in ttie

vorld, lias been substituted for the disreditablerattle-traps of the past. For

he I>ong bridge dam two useful and nonobstructive.if not beautiful, structures
lave been substituted, one a highway and

he other a railroad bridge. The railroad
racks have been cleared from the Mall
.nd the people's park, no longer divided,
nutilated and disfigured, is developing
nto a thing of beauty and through conlectionas part of Potomac Park with
lock Creek Park becomes an Important
ection in one of the world's finest park
ystems. From control of Congress by
he railroads we have advanced to conrolof the railroads by the people through
'ongress and the interstate commerce
ominission. '

The street railways have developed from
irojecting wheel-wrenching T-rails to
rooved rails; from horses to underground
lectric motive power of the Budapest
ype with improvements, without passtigthrough the intermediate stage of use
f the ugly and dangerous overhead troleyin the urban section; from division
nto many weak and impoverished lines

/.AnoniidnfiAn into two erreat svstems;
rom go-as-you-please management of
ramwavs by Congress with unlimited free
ranchises for the asking to appreciation
>y both public and railroad that these
ranchises represent substantial grants by
he public of valuable privileges for which
onsideration must be rendered to the
ublic. either directly or Indirectly, in
heaper fares and in improved service;
rom almost unchecked control by private
fiterests of these Important semi-public
unctions to stringent, wholesome regulatonby the people, first through the nalonalinterstate commerce commission
nd now through an Independent local
ublic utilities commission with enlarged
overs.
The latest evidence that Congress,
hough discouraginglv sluggish and hard
o move as Washington's local legislative.may be relied upon to meet wisely
11 the end the crises and emergencies of
he nation's city is the recent enactment
n response to the popular demand of the
tell considered law above referred to,
reating a public utilities commission for
he District to regulate in the public inerestthe local public service oorporaions.The evils which might drive an

American community or the nation to
;o-;crnment ownership of railways are no

onger conspicuously in evidence in the
lation's city.

Mrs. Payne Seeks Divorce.
I.ue Payne has filed suit for an absolute

iivoice from Joseph Payne. They were

narried December 27. 1890, and have three
hildren. She alleges her husband deertedher in April. 190S, and has not
ince contributed to her support. She also
mmps a co-resuondent. Attorney John T
Honey appears for the wife.

reachers

W^MO |
Street I

lpparel I
ced |[uoted will appeal to everv ||1
r Dresses, I
SS5 |atitia, etc. ^
"'rono riraeeoe I

|spring Suit in the house. |s
ever- I
$20.00 I

|1 in Washington I
Our Famous VV ash Silk, ||Crepe de Chine, Voile and |||Lingerie Waists. §||

$1.98 1

'

GAVE TITLE AND POSITION ;
THAT HE MIGHT WED \

y
1Famous Romance Recalled by Death, J

of Rudolph Ferdinand August (
Maria von Klenner-Dombrowskl. I ]

1
]

NETW" YORK. June 2.-An international
romance of twenty-five years ago. for
which title and position were sacrificed.
was recalled today whet, annotmremont
was made of the death Sunday of
Rudolph Ferdinand August .Maria von
Klenner-Domorowskh Marquis of Patteri
and fount of t'astlenova. soldier, diplomat
and linguist
When he landed in America in 1SS5 he]

took the name Rudolph Ferdinand Kien-
her. He was married to Miss jKatherlne \\ Evans, whom iie
had met In Europe. Mrs vt»n Klennerj
is now living hi the apartments on 8th!
aventie she so long occupied with her
husband. There are no children. Jle was
born sixty-three years ago in Medina,
Italy, and was the son of Rar«»n Francis!
Xavier von Klenner, an Imperial royal
and ducal Held marshal, and Maria
Katharlna Alma Fuchs. lady irt waiting
to Duchess Adelgunde of Moderna, a
princess royal of Bavaria.
When fifteen years old, in 1SG6. he was

appointed an ensign in the 13th Italian
Cavalry, and within a few months was
promoted to the rank of second lieutenant.When, in ISdrt. his father left
Italy and entered the service of the Austriancrown his son also took up arms
for Austria, and before being retired he
was commissioned a second lieutenant.
Injuries resulted in a furlough and a

transfer to the diplomatic service. In 1871
he was sent to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
and later served toi St. Petersburg. Berlin.Dresden, Stuttgart. Paris. Munich and
Stockholm. ,

ALUMNAE HOSTS AT BANQUET, j
Graduates of National Cathedral
School for Girls Are Entertained.
Members of this year's graduating class

of the National Cathedral School for
Girls were guests of the alumnae last
evening at a banquet at the New WillardHotel. Misses McDonald and Webster,principals of the school, presided.
Those present were: Mrs. Gardiner Bell.

Miss Maxwell Church. Miss Catherine
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Dolton, Miss Ruth Ely. Miss Frances
-V"ebster.* Miss Harriet Lyon, Miss Doro-
thy Andrews. Miss Elsie Ely. Mrs. Horace
-aird. Miss Lara Swisher, Miss Kennedy. f
Hiss Evelyn Goodwin, Miss Gertrude
rordon. Miss Ruth Lamer. Miss Raldvin.Miss Church, Miss Anne Scott. Mrs.
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ilngsbury, Miss Katherine Harding. Miss
Dorothy Neal, Miss* Adeline Hammond.
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One of the inlaid pattern* at

Printed Linoleums

id.. 24c
Cut from remnants of 3 t<« 8

yards. 2 yards wide: tile, par|quet and conventional <je,'signs;suitable for kitchens,
halls, vestibules, etc. Please
bring exact measurements.

Inlaid Linoleums.
ft. 69c I

Evefy yard new. fresh and II
desirable, cut from full rolls. II
2 yards wide: parquet, tile II
and" conventional patterns that II
go clear through to the back. ££
Please bring exact measure- ^
ments. ||

I 3BI ^


